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BridgeStat is a multi-layered, dynamic, intelligence-based approach to crime 

reduction, quality of life improvement, and personnel and resource management 

based on four distinct principles ï accurate and timely intelligence, effective tactics, 

rapid deployment, and relentless follow-up and assessment. At the core of our 

approach is a philosophy that fosters teamwork and creative problem solving. 

Police personnel hold bi-weekly meetings to devise strategies and tactics to solve 

problems, reduce crime, and ultimately improve quality of life in our community. 

 

Through BridgeStat, the Cambridge Police Department produces a monthly public 

report to the community on current police priorities in terms of crime, traffic, 

community concerns, and disorder issues in the city. This is made available on the 

Cambridge Police Departmentôs website at www.CambridgePolice.org/BridgeStat 

on the first Friday of each month. 

 

Beginning iterations of BridgeStat included information relating to historical trends, 

a breakdown of crimes by type, strategies CPD is deploying to deal with crime 

patterns that have been identified, and tips for how citizens can protect themselves 

and help reduce crime in Cambridge. Recent versions have included more 

advanced predictive analysis, with detailed information about future patterns police 

expect to see, as well as steps police and citizens can take to prevent these 

possible scenarios from emerging. 
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 Part I Property Crime 

6/7 - 7/4 7/5 - 8/1 Change 2010 2011 Change Avg Change

Burglary 40 65 63% 217 301 39% 265 14%

Commercial Break 10 7 -30% 48 58 21% 57 2%

Housebreak 30 58 93% 169 243 44% 208 17%

Larceny 182 249 37% 1442 1288 -11% 1467 -12%

Larceny (Misc) 1 2 100% 8 22 175% 16 38%

Larceny from Building 25 30 20% 205 249 21% 219 14%

Larceny from MV 41 64 56% 461 308 -33% 524 -41%

Larceny from Person 24 30 25% 208 160 -23% 191 -16%

Larceny from Residence 17 16 -6% 102 117 15% 103 14%

Larceny of Bicycle 46 72 57% 193 196 2% 152 29%

Larceny of Plate 5 4 -20% 24 30 25% 28 7%

Larceny of Services 2 4 100% 18 15 -17% 16 -6%

Shoplifting 21 27 29% 223 191 -14% 219 -13%

Auto Theft 16 24 50% 86 94 9% 123 -24%

Total Property Crime 238 338 42% 1745 1683 -4% 1855 -9%

Year to Date4 Week Snapshot Five Year
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Part I Violent Crime 

6/7 - 7/4 7/5 - 8/1 Change 2010 2011 Change Avg Change

Homicide 0 0 IN-CALC 0 1 IN-CALC 1 0%

Rape 4 2 -50% 20 18 -10% 17 6%

Robbery 17 9 -47% 69 82 19% 87 -6%

Commercial Robbery 5 3 -40% 12 17 42% 16 6%

Street Robbery 12 6 -50% 57 65 14% 71 -8%

Aggravated Assault 29 20 -31% 141 140 -1% 143 -2%

Total Violent Crime 50 31 -38% 230 241 5% 248 -3%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

July 2011 



  
  
C

a
m

b
ri
d

g
e

 
P

o
lic

e
 
B

ri
d

g
e

S
ta

t
 

Part I Total Crime 

6/7 - 7/4 7/5 - 8/1 Change 2010 2011 Change Avg Change

Total Violent Crime 50 31 -38% 230 241 5% 248 -3%

Total Property Crime 238 338 42% 1745 1683 -4% 1855 -9%

Total Part I Crime 288 369 28% 1975 1924 -3% 2104 -9%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

July 2011 
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ǒ Serious crime in 2011 continues to register below the level seen in 

2010, but that decrease appears to be evening out. Compared to the first 

30 weeks of 2010, there has been a 3% overall decline in crime this year, 

while compared to the 5-year weighted average, crime in 2011 is down 

9%. The majority of the decrease can still be attributed to the overall 

decline in the index crime of Larceny, with 154 fewer thefts reported so 

far in 2011. 

 

ǒ A detailed analysis of all statistics indicates that there were 62 fewer 

property crimes recorded so far in 2011 to register a 4% decrease when 

compared with the first 7 months of last year. Property crimes registered a 

decline of 9% when measured against the 5-year weighted average for a time 

span between 1/1/11 and 8/1/11. Over the first 30 weeks of 2011, there have 

been 11 additional violent crimes reported in Cambridge, which translates to a 

5% incline. When measured against the 5-year weighted average, violent 

crimes are 3% below this number. 

 

ǒ The decline of larceny from motor vehicles at 41% below the 5-year 

weighted average for this target crime continues to be the most positive 

indicator to report so far this year, despite recent increases in the 4-week 

comparisons.  There were 153 fewer thefts from vehicles through 8/1/11 when 

compared with the same time period in 2010. July 2011 
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July 2011 

Declining 

Violent Crimes: 

Murder 

Rape 

Robbery 

Aggravated Assault 

Murder, Rape, Robbery and Aggravated Assaults all 

recorded declines or no changes when measured against the 

previous 4-week snapshot. Robbery fell from 17 incidents to 

9, with 6 fewer street robberies reported between 7/5/11 and 

8/1/11 than the previous 4 weeks. Aggravated assaults 

dropped by 31%, or nine incidents, continuing their downward 

slide in July. 

Declining Property 

Crimes: 
Commercial Burglary 

Larceny from Residence 

Commercial breaks fell from 10 incidents to 7 when 

compared to the previous 4ïweek period. 2 of the 7 were 

committed by a single individual; no other patterns presently. 

Larcenies from the residence dropped by 1 incident.  

Increasing Property 

Crimes: 
Housebreaks 

Larceny from Building 

Larceny from MV 

Larceny from Person 

Larceny of Bike 

Shoplifting 

Housebreaks up 93% (28 more incidents than previous 4 

weeks), with ongoing pattern in West Cambridge, possible 

emerging in East Cambridge, and a statistical surge in 

Cambridgeport/Riverside. Larc  from building up by 5 crimes 

with a few scattered thefts of unattended property in office 

buildings in upper Cambridge. Emerging problem of LMVôs 

during overnight hours in West Cambridge. Bike thefts 

continue to climb, up 57%. Larc  from the Person rose 25%. 
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ÅNo murders have been reported in 
Cambridge since the double shooting in 
Cambridgeport on the night of 3/12/11. 
In that incident, two victims were 
transported to area hospitals where one 
of the victims, was pronounced dead. The 
other victim survived.  

ïWhile no arrests have been made, 
authorities do not believe the 
shooting was a random incident. This 
investigation remains ongoing.  

ÅBetween 1990 and 2010, three murders 
were reported during the month of 
August in Cambridge. The  most recent 
August incident involved the arson deaths 
of a grandmother and her young 
granddaughter in 2005.  Kevin Robinson 
of Cambridge was found guilty of two 
counts of 2nd degree murder for burning 
Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ 
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ÅThere were 18 sexual assaults reported between 

1/1/11 and 8/1/11.  No new incidents have been 

reported in Cambridge since the last BridgeStat. 8 of 

the 18 incidents reported in 2011 actually occurred 

prior to this year. 1 of the rapes is a past incident 

from the mid 1990s.  

Å11 of the incidents involved acquaintances, 4 were 

domestic situations, 2 involved a contact scenario 

with the offender being someone the victim had 

met in a public place, and the first stranger-to-

stranger rape was recorded on the night of 6/18/11. 

ï The first stranger rape of the year was an 

attempted sexual assault in Harvard Square that 

resulted in the arrest of Timothy Gayhart, 24, of 

Boston. Gayhart followed the victim out of a 

business. 

ÅJoseph Brown, 22, of 20 Ware Street was arrested 

for a sexual attack near the Weeks Footbridge on the 

Boston side of the river on the night of July 4th. 

Brown took the girl from Harvard Square. He was 

arrested by the CPD and the incident occurred on 

State Police property. 
July 2011 
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